
BLOOMINGDALE ANI
PLAN FOR

First Gatherings to Be H
on I

REV. LOUS RANDALL.

The annual union evangelistic meetingsof the Bloomingdale and Eckingtonchurches.eight in all.will begin
Monday and continue for three weeks.
The opening services Monday and
Tuesday will be held in St. Paul's M.

TJ. Church South, corner 2d and S
streets northwest. The ministers for

FEAST OF I

Catholic Organizations 1

Special Services to Be
Ignatius Smith, O. P

in Immaculate Cc
Tomorrow the members of the Holy

Name Society throughout the country
will supplement their spiritual beginningof 1916 by the observance of the
"feast of the holy name of Jesus."
In Washington the day will be

marked by solemn vespers in the ImmaculateConception Church at 7:30
p.m., when Rev. P. C. Gavan of the
Shrine of the Sacred Heart, moderator
of the Washington branch of the society,will officiate, assisted by Rev.
Francis McGraw of St. Stephen's
Church and Rev. S. F. Morris of St.
"JPeter's Church. In the sanctuary will
4>e the following spiritual directors,
-*1*:

Rev. Francis P. Donnelly, S. J., of St.
Aloysius; Rev. Paul Griffith of St. Augustine's.Rev. T. G. Smyth of St. Ann's,
jRev. N. De Carlo of Holy Rosary, Rev.
"P. J. O'Connell of St. Vincent de Paul.
Rev. F. Cahill of St. Joseph's, Rev. J. |

"~lL Roth of St. Mary's, Rev. F. A. Gaff«,J»ey,O. P.. of St. Dominic's. Rev. Eu
geneA. Hannan of St. Martin's, Rev.

,J. R. Matthews of St. Cyprian's. Mgr.
Thomas S. Lee of St. Matthew's, Rev.
JF. Whelan of the Soldiers' Home, Rev.
.J. Walter Dailey of Holy Comforter.
Rev. Andrew J. Carey of Holy Name,
Rev. Thomas D Williams of St. Anthony's.Chaplain T P. O'Ke^fe of Fort
Myer, Va.; Rev. Michael J. Riordan and
Rev. George A. Bryant of the ImmaculateConception.
The sermon on the "Holy Name o.C

Jesus" will be delivered by Rev. IgnatiusSmith. O. P.. of the College of th*-

|7 Christian r

TOPIC:

WHAT IS CONSECRATION?
Mark. 12:28-34

By Harvey S. Irwin.
True consecration is not a matter of

words. The mere saying. "I consecratemyself to the service of God."
Is not only useless, but sinful, if behindthe words there be not action.
There hiust be a definite purpose with
knowledge of what is aimed at, and
knowledge of the resources upon which

^lt depends. It Involves deflniteness and
eagerness. It is born, not of duty, but
of desire. True consecration means

complete surrender, not a partial offer-
lng of service.
"There is" in the words of J. Stuart

Holden, "a great deal of so 'ailed;
consecration .today, which is after the
pattern of Ananias arid Sapphira. who
brought a part and offered it as a

yvhole.and therein sinned to their own

destruction."
The covenant of every one must be in

terms of full surrender.

My who> tbourii bp-k«-r. h'-art. <» Lord,
Prom li*u« efortli *.ha*l In- thiue;

and her* I do my vow record
ThJ* hand, then- w«»t«i». :«r.* mine:

All that I Lave, without r»*s« rv«'.
I f/n-r nt-n- <«> inn-.

Thy will and honor all shall nerve
That Thou beatow'd»t ou aae.

To be a Christian involves consecration.The "con" meaning together and
"sacer" meaning sacred, no that in consecrationthere in the setting apart of
the body, rnind and heart together, and
devoting them to sacred uses.

* * * *
"

Means of Approach.
In the early part of God's revelation

to man, in the book of Exodus, the call
for consecration is given in these
xords:
"For Moses had said: Consecrate

yourselves today to the Lord, even

every man upon his son and upon his
brother; that he may bestow upon you
a blessing this day."
This meant fill your hands to the Lord,

as signified in the offering of the ram
of consecration. In this ceremony some

part of the sacrifice was put into the
hands of the person to be consecrated,
to denote his fight to offer oblations to
God. Thus, in the teachings of the
ceremonial observances we learn that
the sacrifice of consecration was a
necessary means of approach to God.
As it was under the Mosaic economy,
so It Is now under the dispensation of
grace. There can be no acceptable approachto God without consecration. We
are required to offer our "bodies a liv
lng sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God": and it is declared that we are
"sanctified through the offering of the
body Of Jesus Christ, once for all."

j Wo must bo willing to bring all to

i
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REV. I. O. BAKER.

each service will not be announced in C
advance of the meeting. n
The meetings January 4, 5 and 6 will x.

be held in Bethany Baptist Church. A
Other churches participating in the Jj

meetings are Memorial United Brethren ^
Church, of which Rev. Charles E. Fultz c
is the pastor; Eckington Presbyterian s

iOLY NAME.

:o Observe Occasion at

Held Tomorrow.Rev.
., to Deliver Address
inception Church.
Immaculate Conception. Catholic Universityof America, regarded as one of
the ablest speakers in the Roman CatholicChurch.
Delegations will assemble in many

narishes of the eitv and march in a

body to the Immaculate Conception
Church.'
A special and elaborate musical propram,under the direction of Harry

Wheaton Howard, will be rendered by
the choir, which will be augmented by
many prominent singers throughout
the city.
Solemn benediction of the blessed

sacrament will be given and the serviceswill close with the singing of
"Holy God, We Praise Thy Name." by
the choir and the entire congregation.
The Holy Name Society has now attainedto great numerical proportions

throughout every section of the country.The men band themselves into an
organisation, the members taking the ^following "Holy Name pledge," vis: ^"Blessed be God. the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost! I profess publicly my be- ^lief that our Lord Jesus Christ is the qSon of God, made man for the salva- r,tion of mankind. I recognize His di- pvine authority, and believe that all Sj
power on earth, civil and religious, <j,
comes from Him. All lawfully consti- ttuted authority I respect and promise c
to obey. May the God of Justice guide ]vthe minds and uphold the hands of elthose vested with its power. May the
God of Might break asunder the bonds b
of those met together against the Lord tl
and against His Christ. In honor of M
Hi^ divine name, I pledge myself Eagainst perjury, blasphemy, profanity o
and obscene speech. Praised be the d
name of God. and blessed be the name S
of His divine Son, now and forever." u
The feast will also be celebrated E

toeabor
God's altar with the sincere prayer that
He accept our offering.

It is important to know and understandthe spirit of consecration. Confidencein God is its basis and inspiration.
"Blessed is that man that maketh the

Lord his trust," said the psalmist.
There must be a conception of God's

wonderful and merciful dealings with,
and of His generous thought toward,
men before the spirit of consecration
can be awakened.

« * * *
Consecration Spirit. =

Unless we realize that God is worthy f
of all honor and all service we can have Jnoinclination to dedicate ourselves to
Him.
We must know that reverence is due *

before it can be given. We must un- c

derstand, as David did, that "Many, O ®

Lord, my God, are Thy wonderful works 11
which Thou hast done, and Thy
thoughts which aTe to us-ward. They 11

cannot be reckoned up in order unto 1

Thee; if I would declare and spe^k of Jthem they are more than can be num-
cbered." jjThe reason for consecration is found

in the first and- great commandment, ,

"Thou shalt- love the Lord, thy God. ,

with all thy- heart and with all thy
soul and with all thy mind."

* v *

Lesson of Weakness.
The observance of this command is r

impossible in an unconsecratcd life, h
and the most devout and sincere 1
Christians realize that their consecra- a
tion to (Jod's service is very imperfect.
In the effort for consecration is* found
the source of strength and the lesson x

of weakness is learned as expressed r
in the lines of rhoebe Carey: r

Ai»<1 sometimes in my liouse of grief v
For ij."iut-nlrt I have come to stand <i

Where, in the sorrvms on" me laid
1 felt the chastening of «»od'« hand; r

Then learned 1 that the weakest ones c
Are kept icrvrmt from life's harms;

And that the tender laiuirw alonej
Are carried in the Sbepl-erd'a arms.

Are! silting hy the wayside Mind, *
He is the nearest to the light

Who crletb out moat earnestly, a
"Lord that 1 might receive my sight."

God cares for His own. however feeble *
or blind they may be, and "His own" 0
are those who surrender themselves *

into His keeping. c

Many seem to regard the act of consecrationas a hard duty, involving the r

giving up of all the pleasures of life.
Christ did not so teach. When Peter ®

said to Him, "Lo. we have left all and 1
have followed Thee," Jesus answered, 0

"Verily, J say unto you, there is no
man that hath left house, or brethern.or sisters, or father, or mother, or '

wife, or children, or lands for My ^sake and the gospel's but he shall re- I
reive an hundred fold now in this :

time, houses and brethern and sisters j
and mothers and children and lands c
with persecutions, and in the world to
come eternal life." r

" * * * i
Loss and Gain.

For all that Is given up for Christ's |
sake they shall receive an hundred
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Jhurch, of which Rev. Henry E. Brunageis the pastor; Rhode Island AveueMethodist Protestant Church, Rev.
ouis Randall, pastor; Church of the
idvent (Protestant Episcopal), Rev.
Idward M. Mott, rector; Lutheran
hurch of the Atonement; Rev. I. O.
taker, pastor, and Lincoln Road M. E.
'hurch, Rev. G. A. Luttrell. pastor. The
ervices will begin at S o'clock.

REV. IGNATIUS SMITH, O. P.

ith special devotion at the Holy
ame Church.
The senior choir, directed by Miss
nna Doyle and accompanied by Mrs.
harles Hughes, will repeat the music
endered Christmas day.the "Missa
ro Pace," I.a Hache, with Giorsa's
anctus and Benedictus. and "Jesu KeemptoremOmnium" at the offertory,
he soloists at this mass will be Misses
olliere and Myers, Mrs. Arbello' and
lessrs. Duncan. Irving, Berres, How11and Cunningham.
Music appropriate to the feast will
e furnished at the 9 o'clock mass by
u junior choir, accompanied by Miss!
Farie R. Melling and directed by Miss
oylc, and in the evening at 7:30
clock the male choir of the church,
irected by Jaines Duncan, will render
tern's Vespers, with Holden's "(> Saltaris"and Verdussen's "Tantum
a Kv.

A NEW YEAR GREETING?!
'"Beloved! I wish that

thou mayest prosper in all
things and he in health even

i in the measure that thy soul
prospers.".St. John, 3:2.
New Year greeting sent to the

t communicants of All Souls' Me-
morial Episcopal Church by the
rector. Rev. l5r. J. Macbride Ster-
rett.

old in this time and in the world to
ome eternal life. Surely that is sufcientto make up for all losses.
What we are required to give up is

or our own advantage, hence conserationto Christ's service is not a hardhip,but a privilege and. blessing both
lere and hereafter.
Consecration is not simply an act; it

8 a life. It is "not wrapping one's self
n a holy web in the sanctuary and then
oming forth after prayer and twilightneditation and saying: 'There, I am
onsecrated.* Consecration is one gonginto the world where God is and
ising every power for His glory. It
s simply dedicating one's life in its
thole flow to God's service."

* * # *

Personal.
Consecration is personal. It means

nore than the offering of all posseslionswhether great or small. A forcibleillustration of this is given In the
itory told of a missionary and a proud
tnd powerful Indian chief. The chief
vas convicted of sin and was seeking
>ardon and peace. He approached the
nisslonary and proffered his belt of
vampum to be freed from his burdenif sin.
"No," said the missionary, "that is

lot the sacrifice that Christ will acept."
The Indian departed, but soon reurned,offering his rifle and the skins

le had taken in hunting:.
"No," was the reply; "Christ cannot

iccept such a sacrifice."
Attain the Indian went away and reurnedwith a troubled countenance,

.nd offered his wigwam, wife, child and
iverythlng he had for peace and parIon.
"No," was still the reply; "that is

lot what Christ requires of you."
The chief was deeply oppressed with
lurprlse for a moment, then, lifting up
earful eyes to the face of the missiontry,he feelingly cried out: "flere,
^ord. take poor Indian, too."
It is not the wampum belt of the red
nan, nor the girdle of wealth of the
vhite man; it is not the wigwam and
logsessions of the red man, nor the
louses and lands of the white man; but
t is the life itself with all its belongngsthat constitutes an offering of
:ousecration on God's altar.
"Take poor Indian, too," was the exiressionof personal consecration, and

10 it must be with all of us, to say
'Take poor white man. too," for all are
qually poor in the sense of needing
>ardon and peace.
Spurgcon has given us a beautiful

j

aim o]r J

TENTH ANNIVERSARY
G. A. MILLER S

Pastor of Ninth Street Chri
Occasion Tomorr

Servi
Rev. George A. Miller will begin the i

tenth year of his ministry with the a

Nipth Street Christian Church tomor- ?

row. j
At this service he will review the i

nine years worn ana nave a special *

message for the membership of the t
church. All the members are especial- <
ly urged to be present. p
During the present pastorate the *

work of this church, it is said, has *

been very prosperous. During the nine
years 1,077 persons have united with c

the congregation, making a present
*'

membership of 1,300. The Sunday ^
school has doubled both in enrollment ^
and attendance, having now an enroll-

SPECIAL MASS FOR I
TO PAN-A*

Bishop Charles Warren Ci
at Service in St. Pa1

morrow at l!
A solemn high mass will be celebrated

in St. Patrick's Church tomorrow at *

11 a.m. for delegates to the Pan-AmericanScientific Congress. The celebrant
of the mass will be Rev. James A. c

Smyth, assisted by two members of a

Holy Cross Community, from the col- ®

lege at the Catholic University of
America. ti
In the sanctuary will be Mgr. William

T. Russell, Rev. John M. McNamara, i ^
Rev. Thomas E. McGuigan and Rev. 8J

Martin Egan. d
The sermon will be preached in Span- Ai

ish by Rt. Rev. Charles Warren Cur- 8i
rier, D. D., formerly Bishop of Matan- si

zas. Cuba. "

The Christmas decorations will be left "

in place, added to which will be the D
flags of the various South and Cen- n
tral American republics intertwined r<

with the Stars and Stripes. B

NEW YEAR CHI
The Sunday school of the Petworth a

Baptist Church gave its annual Christmasentertainment in the church build- ^
incr 7tVi onri Rnndnlnh streets north-
«*IW ..

west Tuesday evening. A playlet, with
John C. Smith in the leading role as j,
the always popular Santa and James E
L. Jones as Jack Frost, was the prin- r<

cipal item on the program, but this .n
was supplemented by a number of reci- nr
tations by children of the primary de- 0

partment of the school. The orchestra a

furnished music for the occasion.
Miss Mary Wright, superintendent of

^
the primary department, arranged and a

directed the entertainment under the a

general supervision of Mr. Heiges, su- v

perintendent of the school. Mrs. Veer- °

hoof presided at the piano. At the r<

conclusion of the entertainment Santa 81

distributed presents to all members of d
the school present. T

The house was tastefully decorated h
for the occasion, a .committee composed
of Messrs. William Miller. Arthur Og- r<

den and George R. Shields having
charge of this work. it

* * * * *

Rev. R. R. Reidel will preach at both
the morning and evening services of the "

Petworth Baptist Church tomorrow. He J*
has been heard here a number of times 2,
before, and has many friends in Petworth. *

* * * * c<

An informal supper, music by the Red A
and Blue quartet and other forms of en- o

tertainmeht will be given at the Keller t!
Memorial Lutheran Sunday school house p
Tuesday evening.
The supper will be given by the Reds to

the Blues as the result of a membership l
contest inaugurated October 17. As a re- | g
suit of the contest the attendance in the Vi
class has nearly doubled, the average at- ir
tendance for eleven Sundays being fifty- 0;
six. Paul S. Gable is the captain of the v
Reds and C. E. Fogle of the Blues. It
Addresses will be delivered by Maj. R.

W. Pullman, superintendent of police, and
Rev. L. F. Zinkhan, superintendent of the n
Washington asylum and jail. I %

* * * * I n
The Young Women's Christian As- m

sociation has the weekly vesper serv- j
ice tomorrow at 4:30 p.m. Henry E. ^
Jackson of Washington will speak- on

the topic '.'Free Trade in Friendship." a
Music will be under the direction of |
Miss Julia Huggins. Mrs. Frank G. ,

Wilkins will conduct the vesper service.Miss Ruth H. Olmsted will be the
secretary presiding for the afternoon. *

Tuesdays in January at 4:45 p.m. Mrs. ~

D. E. Wiber, study class secretary of Jj
the woman's board of home missions. 11

will conduct classes to discuss the'fol- ,e

lowing subjects: "A Call to Arms,"
"Enlisting and Training for Service."
"A Ministry of Love." "The Gospel of
Peace." These classes will meet at the L,
Y. W. C. A. and are planned to suit g
the convenience. of those who are un- ^
able to attend the morning sessions Pl

held Fridays. u
* * * * K

At Grace Reformed Church the pas- A
tor. Rev. Henry H. Ranck, preaches in a

the morning on a-theme which dwell- o

ers in large cities, it. is said, may well K
consider./'Enemies of the Home". K
and in the evening the New Year ser- n

mon op "A Happy New Year." Friday F
evening at 7 o'clock services prepara- jj
tory to the holy communion, which c
will be celebrated the following Sun- a
day, will be held. M

* * * *
Gurley Memorial Presbyterian con|gregation Sunday celebrated the sec- d

ond anniversary of its meeting to- M
na naa*t\w o nH TlOAtklo Tturinc- rr

the two years' pastorate of Rev. Ber- M
nard Rraskamp the church has had a

remarkable growth, 231 new members a

having been received into its commu- ej

nion and fellowship, bringing the total a

membership up to more than 400. ci
The Sunday school began with an en- t<

rollment of forty and now has a mem- .

bership of 410. Thanksgiving day the
congregation celebrated the first an- pi
niverpary of its meeting in the new ir
building and the Thanksgiving day s<

offering amounted to $3,200. ol
The distinguishing characteristic ai

emblem of the Christian's consecrated ai
heart: li
"Travelers have said," he declared, ti

"that they have discovered gardens of
Solomon, which were of old inclosed e<
as private places, wherein the king
walked in solitude; and they have also
found wells of a most deliciously cold
water, dexterously covered so that*no
person unacquainted with the stone In
the wall, which either revolved or slid
away with a touch, could have found
the entrance to the spring. At the foot
of some lofty range of- mountains a
reservoir received the cooling streams
which flowed from melted snows. This
reservoir was carefully guarded and
shut out from all common entrance in
order that the king alone might enter
there and might refresh himself during
the scorching heats.
"Such is the Christian's heart. It is a

spring shut up, a fountain sealed, a
garden reserved for Jesus only. O
come, Great King,, and enjoy Thy .possessions."
Consecration means all for Christ,

" .9.. - -
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! LOCAL PASTORATE

istian Cburcb to Observe
ow at Morning
ce.

nent of 1,200 in all departments and
iri average attendance during the past

of <165.
The church supports a missionary in
Africa and one in the home land. Durngthe present pastorate a mortgage
indebtedness of $15,000 on the church
milding has been entirely paid off and
hree residences to the west of the
church, facing on D street, have been
urchased and $1,200 paid on these. In
he spring these will be torn down and
modern Sunday school building erectdat a cost of about $25,000.
At the night service the pastor will
ontinue the series of sermons on
First Century Christianity," the subectof the sermon being "The Power of
ilemory." The ordinance of baptism
vill be administered at the close of the
tvening sermon.

3ELEGATES
dERICAN CONGRESS

arrier to Preach Sermon
trick's Church ToLO'Clock.
The entire center aisle of the church
rill be reserved for the delegates and
heir friends.
The music will be rendered by the
wo choirs, with organ and full orhestralaccompaniment. The sancturychoir will be under the direction
f R. Mills Silby and the mixed choir
nder Miss Jennie Glennan.
The program will be as follows: Inroitus.Gregorian, sanctuary choir;
Kyrie" and "Gloria," Haydn No. 1,
lixed choir: erradualc. Falsihodone.
mctuary choir; "Alleluia." Gregorian,
inctuary choir; "Veni Creator," Menelssohn,sanctuary choir; "Credo ex
[issa Papae," Marcelli-Palestrina,
inctuary choir; offertorium, Gregorian,
sinctuary choir; offertory motet,
A.deste Fideles." Novello, both choirs;
Sanctus," "Benedictus" and "Agnus
>ei," Haydn No. 1, mixed choir; comninion,Gregorian, sanctuary choir;
Bcession&l, "Te Deum Laudamus,"
rand chorus.

[JRCH NOTES.
bout this large number of accessions
i that .00 per cent of those who have
aen received on profession of faith
ave been adults.

# * * *
Rev. Charles C. McLean, who is servighis first year as the pastor of
>ouglas Memorial M. E. Church, began
evival services with the watch night
leeting held in the church last evenig.These meetings will be held every
ight in the week with the exception
f Saturday. A large chorus choir
nd well known soloists will furnish
Jie music.
At 8:30 o'clock last night the EprorthLeague of the church conducted
sacred song service in the church

uditorium under the direction of MelinE. Lederer, the first vice president
f the league. S. M. Clroft, the sectaryof the gospel mission and also
jperintendent of the Sunday school.
elivered the lesson for the evening.
his service was followed by a social
our.
At 11 o'clock Dr. McLean started his
Bvival services.
Monday the primary department held
s annual Christmas service, which
'as well attended by the parents and
hildren. The afternoon of Tuesday
ic beginners' department held its
arty, which was enjoyed by a host
f the younger ones of the school,
uesday night the junior, intermediate
nd senior departments of the school
inducted a cantata entitled "Santa's
dvance Man," under the leadership
f Edward G. Boss, the chorister of
le school, which was attended by 550
ersons.

* * * *
The Brightwood Park Epworth
eague held its Christmas servi se
unday night. George L. Connor, firbt
ice Dreaident. had charire of the meet-
ig. The room was appropriately decrated.with holly, and a beautiful tree
as loaded with candy canes, which
iter in the evening were given to
lose present.
As a result of a contest for now
lembers-by the cabinet officers, with
Lisa Genevieve Smith, George L. Conorand Wilbur Griffts on one side and
[iss Mabel Sands, W. B.-Wilson and

I.. Hrickson as opponents, twentyvepersons were taken into full memsrshlpby Charles F. Linger, president.
iul Kev. Charles S. Cole, pastor. The
ew members were given a reception
y the entire cabinet.
A prize was given to Mrs. Cole,
sacher of the Sunday school class,
warded for conducting the best meetlgin the contest between four of
le classes in the Sunday school which
d meetings.

* * * *
A two-act comedy entitled "A PerlexingSituation" was presented by
lembers of the Christian Endeavor
ociety of the New York Avenue PresyterianChurch in the Sunday school
)om 'of the church Tuesday evening,
nder the' direction of Miss Marie
Inapp. The. stage -managers were

Jexan^er D^vidso/i and. Harry Wooclrd/whilethe following were members
f the cast: Walter Taylor. Miss Lurine
> Ller, Mr. Doriahay. Miss Dorothy
inapp. ^li^s Evejyn Flncb. Miss KleaorIrelan. Miss Merrial Keller. Miss
lorence Thiel. William Eagleton. Miss
orothy Keys. William Gatchel, Charles
ook, Theodore.B.rown, Miss Constance
dams. Miss Maria Davidson. Miss Mae
[ontjoy and Herbert Davidson.

* * * *
Rev. Dr. Charles E. Fultz, in his Sunayevening stereopticon lecture in
[©mortal United Brethren Church tolorrow.is to discuss "The Life of
loses."
The services begin at 7:30 o'clock
ml lnrtre attendances are coming out
ach Sunday evening. Familiar hymns
re sung during the services and a spelalinvitation is extended by Dr. Fultz
> all ndri-ehurch goers.

* * * *
The Sibley Hospital Guild has
ledged $3,500 for improvements at the
kstitution, and fo raise this fund a
»ries of luncheons is to be given at
d Masonic Temple Thursday, Friday
id Saturday.

ad to attain full stature of Christian
fe the dedication of self must be enre.
There are no promises for half-heart-
1 service. <

Half way toward Christ Is no way.
Take my life and let it be i

Consecrated,. Lord, to Thee. i

Take my moments and my dajs; 1

Let them Ifyw in ceaseless praise. 1

Take my voice and let me sing «

Always only for my King. i

Take my lips and let them be i
Filled with messages from Thee. 1

Take my silver and my gold, \
Not a mite would I withhold. <

Take my intellect and use 1
Every .power as Thou shalt choose. i

Take my will and make it Thine; t
It shay be'no longer mine. f
Take my heart, it is Thine own; j
It shall be Thy royal throne. ^ i
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SCEXE OF THE PL;

The twenty-eight chapters that constitutethe book naturally fall Into two
parts.the first comprising twelve
chapters and the second the remaining
sixteen chapters.
The first part groups itself around

Peter as the central figure and has for
its subject the planting and extension
of the Christian church among the
Jews, the center of operations being at
Jerusalem. The second part groups itselfaround Paul as the central figure,
the center of operations being changed
from Jerusalem to Antioch in a Gentile
country.
Such, in bold outline, are the divisionsof the book, though there may be

a little in either part that does not preciselyconform to this statement. The
contents may be further seen in the

following formal analysis:

Analysis.
I. The Church in Jerusalem (Chapter

I-vii:
1. Introduction to the Book (i.1-3.)
2. The Antecedents of the Founding of

the Church (i.4-26):
(1) The ascension (i.4-14).
(2) Choosing an apostle (i.15-26).

3. Founding and Endowing the Church
.Pentecost (chapter, ii).

(1) The Pentecostal Miracle (ii.1-4).
(2) The Different Impressions made

(ii.5-13).
(3) The testimony of Peter (ii.14-36).
(4) The effect produced (ii.37-41).
(5) The fellowship of the primitive

church (ii.42-47).
4. First Miracle of Healing and What

Came of It (IIi.iv.30):

fCptoortft- Utag'
KEEPING THE MORNING WATCH.

(Psalm 5:1-3: 88:13; 90:14.)
Ere thou rijeth from thy bed.
Speak to God. Whoso wines wore spread
O'er thee in the helpless night;
Ix>. He wakes thee now with IJghf!
Lift thy burden anil thy <nre
In the mighty arms of prayer.

I/"»rd. the newness of this day
Calls me to an untried way;
Lee me gladly take the road.
Give me strength to bear my load.
Thou my guide and helper he.
I will travel through with Thee.

.Ilenry Van Dyke.

By Robert D. Burbank,
President of Washington District EpworthLeague.
"In the beginning, God."
These first four- words of the Bible,

taken by themselves, announce a fact
and form a. motto that has a wide.
nay, a universal.application to life in
all its phases.physical, mental and
spiritual. As a motto, this phrase has
an especially significant application to
the unit of time by which human life
has always been measured.the day;
for if God is given the beginning of
the day He provides strength for the
hours of toil and faith for the shadows
of night. This thought also applies to

other units of time, especially the year,
and so the topic for discussion at the
beginning of the year is the observanceof the morning watch, which is
the practical application of this motto J
to the daily life of the Christian.

* * * *

Morning: Exercise.
Recently the mother of a Washington

man crossed the continent to visit the
son whom she had not seen for seven

years. "Why,. you look ten years
younger than you did when you left
home!" was her first surprised exclamation.
"Yes, I am younger than I was then,"

was his reply, to which he added the
explanation that for five years he had
been spending the first fifteen minutes
of the day in taking physical exercises
and cold baths; and while other causes
may have contributed to his rejuvenation,this was undoubtedly the principal
factor.
There can be no doubt that physical

exercises regularly and systematically
taken are necessary to the attainment
and maintainment of phj'sical perfection,and doctors agree that the best
possible time for such exercises is
early in the morning.
These exercises not only develop the

muscles, but aid circulation of the
blood, and strengthen the heart, the
lungs and all the other organs, and
thus promote the physical development
of the body.
The morning watch is the morning

spiritual exercise, and to the average
Christian it is as necessary to his
spiritual development as the morning
physical exercise is to the developmentof the body of the average man
who spends his days working over a
desk and has no other opportunity for
exercise. The spiritual exercises consistof prayer, Bible study and meditationand the regular and systematic
use of these exercises is not only an
aid to spiritual development, but a

necessity for spiritual fullness and
completeness. i

Many Christians seek to obtain their
sDiritual development either bv the
ipasmodic use of these exercises or by ]
ising them at the end of the day, when ,
:he body and mind are weary and the j
soul's struggles of the day are past,
Such Christians look forward to the
Sabbath as the end of the iveek, when
:hey may seek physical rest and spir- ]
tual refreshment, and they look for- i
tvard, also, to the evening of life as
:he time for physical rest and spiritual
growth and experiences. But how much i
nore sensible is the plan of taking: the
Jpl'ifuaT £x*eici§£s' in the morning, so »
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tMTlXG AND TRAINING OF THE

With the new year igi6 t
a year of study in the Old Te<
New Testament, beginning i

A conspectus of the whole be
enlarged view of the separate
as Sunday school lessons.

1(1) The miracle performed (iii.l11).
(2) Peter's pungent speech (Hi.1226).
(3) Arrest of Peter and John (iv

1-4).
(4) Their arraignment (iv.5-7), defense(iv.S-12) and release (iv.

* 13-22).
(5) The apostles among their owr

people (iv.23-30).
5. The Church Adjusting Itself to VariousQuestions. (iv.31-vi.S).

(1) To finance (lv.31-v.16).
(2) To the constituted authorities

(v.12-42).
(3) To division of labor.the diaconatcchosen (vi.l-S).
(4) The arrest (vi.9-15), defense

(vii.1-53) and death of Stepher
(vii.54-60).

II. Extension of the Church Among
* the Jews (viii. 8ii).

1. General persecution and scattering
of the church (viii.1-4).

2. Philip preaches in Samaria (viii.513).
3. The visit of Peter and John tc

Samaria (viii. 14-23).
4. Conversion and baptism of th

Ethiopian eunuch (viii.26-40).
3. Conversion and recognition of Paul:

ue lligcMggiotrf
that before the day's struggles there
is the harmony with God that gives
the soul peace and the character poise,
and the consciousness of power that
comes from Invigorated life! And how
much better to regard the Sabbath as
the first day of the week, when we
secure spiritual invigoration in preparationfor the week to come! And
how much saner and wiser to seek
spiritual strength and vigor in th
morning of life, so that we shall developand achieve through life's struggles.as Moses prayed, in the 90th
Psalm: "Oli.ssatisfy us in the morning
with Thy mercy; 4that we may rejoice
and be glad all our days."

* * * *

History of the Morning1 Watch.
The idea of the morning watch is

not new, nor even modern. In the fifth
Psalm, David says: "Give ear to my
words. O T,nrd. rimsiiipr mv meditation.
Harkcn unto the voice of my cry, my
King and my God; for unto Thee do ]
pray. O Lord, in the morning shall
Thou hear my voice; in the morning
will I order my prayer unto Thee, and
will keep watch." In the 88th Psalm,
in the midst of his grievous complaint
to the Lord, the l*salmist declares:
"But unto Thee, O Lord, have I cried,
arid in the morning shall my prayer
come before Thee." Early morning
worship appears to have been a commonpractice from the beginning of
Jewish history, and, indeed, it is a featureof many of the religions since
the world began.
The idea of the regular daily prayer

and meditation early in the morning
is in entire accord with the example
and teaching of Christ, and the Christiansof the first century were compelledto adopt the early morning hour
for their devotions, as a measure of
safety, and this became an established
practice of the church. Various ecclesiasticalorganizations followed the
idea, and various individuals of high
spiritual attainment also. John Wesleyand the other Oxford boys who
Joined with him in the systematic observanceof the morning watch were
called "Methodists" in derision, but
today historians acknowledge that the
influence exerted by that band of men
saved England from the revolution
that wrought havoc in France.
Some fifteen years ago Dr. John R.

Mott and other leaders of the student
volunteer movement projected the
comradeship that has come to be
known as the "world's morning watch,"
but that comradeship contained elementsof such vital importance that it
could not be confined to the ranks of
the student volunteers. Christians of
all classes felt their need of the same
inspiration, and the morning watch
soon became a part of the life 06 many
organizations. Naturally, the young
people's societies were among the first
to take it up, and the Epworth League
has felt its influence now for many
years. There arc at present 1,676 membersenrolled in the central office of the
league, but thousands of leaguers all
over the world are keeping the m*>rn-
mg waicn, ana are growing: ana Developingspiritually thereby.

* * * *

The Psalm.
There are three elements in the plan

of the morning watch, prayer, Bible
study and meditation. The necessity
for prayer in spiritual life and developmentis unquestionable, and it is a

significant fact that prayer is a part of
the life of every nation, and it has
t>een so since the world began. Prayer,
or communion with God. at the beginningof the day sets the consciousnessof God's presence coursing
through the veins of the spiritual body,
invigorates the whole spiritual life and
puts the conscience on guard against
:he evils and temptations of the day.
Prayer at the morning hour has not
only a reflexive, but also an intensive,
power over our lives.
Bible study is also a method of!

communion with God, for in the Bible
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APOSTOLIC CH I'RCH.

he Sunday schools return from
stament to a year's study in the
kvith the Acts of the Apostles.
>ok will be helpful in giving- an

: passages that may be studied

(1) His conviction and changa
(ix.1-9).

(2) His baptism (ix.10-19).
(3) His preaching Christ endangers

his life (ix.20-31).
(4) He heals a paralytic (ix.32-35)

and raises Dorcas to life (ix.3643).
6. Restrictive Limitations Removed:

(1) The vision of Cornelius the
centurion (x.1-8).

<2> Peter's trance at Joppa (x.9-16).
(3) Reception of the messenger

from Cornelius (x.17-23).
; (4) Peter's visit to and reception

by Cornelius (x.24-33).
(5) Peter's address at the house of

Cornelius fx.34-43).
(6) The outpouring of the Hol>

Spirit and the baptism of Cornelius(X.44-4S).
(7) Peter's defense at Jerusalem of

his conduct toward Cornelius
(xi.4-18).

(8) Further diffusion of the gospel
and the mission of Barnabas
(xi.19-26).

(9) First eleemosynary mission in
I the world, instituted by (fhris-

tianity.Barnabas and Saul go to
Jerusalem with charity ixi.27>30).

(10) Martyrdom of James tacit.l-2t.
imprisonment of Peter (xii.3-19)
and death of Herod Agrippa
(xii.20-25).

VariPd Activities.
The Sunday evening special services

at the Takoma Park Presbyterian
Church for December proved so nter.esting that the Sunday evenings in
January have been given over to serv,ices of like character.
The schedule is as follows: Tomor'row. President L.. I>. Bliss of the B!is3

Electrical School will lecture on "Step:ping Stones to Success"; January
Mme Mountford will tell of "The ShepIherd Psalm." and oriental costumes and

:i curios exhibited; January 16. Judge W.
F. Xorris will lecture on "The Flag

J of Peace": January 22. the etereopti.con will be used in a talk about "Child
J Life of the World"; January 30 the t\%«»
,. choirs will give "The Oospel in Song'."

The church will observe a week of
prayer commencing Wednesday, when
W. H. H

"

Smith will lead; the next
night C. R. Normandy will lead, and
the last night Edward Q. Knight vill
be the leader. The services will open
at 8 and close at 8:45 o'clock.

{ * * * *
The Christian Endeavor Society of

Kendall Baptist Church will hold Its
monthly consecration meeting" tonior'row evening at 0:45 o'clock. The topic
of the meeting will be "What Is Conse..cration?" The leader will be Glenn C.
Hanson.

* * * *
The northeast and southeast division

of the Christ Child Society, it is declared,distributt-d gifts to over 300
families Christmas day. Each member
of the society is supposed to answer a
letter written bv a poor child and to
generally send the gifts asked for. In
addition to the toys, clothing and
shoes given to needy families Charles
W. Semmes at Christmas contributed
c«indy. oranges and apples. Charles
Riordan and D. A. Edwards assisted In
the distribution of the gifts.

* * *
In New York Avenue Presbyterian

Church tomorrow morning Dr. Radcliffe,according to his custom on the
first Sunday of each year, will preach
in review of the past year, the general
theme being "The Historical Retrospectof 1915."

:
we find not only a text book, but also
a source of spiritual uplift. The inspirationof the Bible has no real
[meaning or value to us except as the
Bible inspires us, and if we come to

tit with seeking hearts we shall find
inspiration for all the tasks and problemsof life, and the morning, when
the mind is fresh and the day's difficultiesare before us, is the logical
time to seek for this inspiration.
Meditation is not a popular exercise,

but it is a much needed one, nevertheless.A little time spent in selfexaminationin the early morning may
save us irom numinauon ana wastea

I hours later on. Meditation also givesJ us another means of communion with
j Ood, and it is good for us to think
about God and His providences and
our relation to Him and to our fellows,
for so we shall come closer to the
heart of the Infinite.
The pledge taken by those who enrollin the morning watch is very simple,and reads as follows:
"Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ

for help, I will make it the rule of
my life to set apart at least fifteen
minutes every day, if possible in the
early morning, for quiet meditation.
Scripture reading and prayer."
The morning watch provides a definite,specific, systematic plan for the

exercises which are necessary for
spiritual growth and development, and
as the morning of life is the time when
we need spiritual vigor and strength
to meet the tests and tasks of our lives,
let us pray with Moses: "O, satisfy us
in the morning with Thy mercy: that
we may rejoice and be glad all our
days."
"Awake, my soul, and with the sua
Thy daily stage of doty run:
Shake off dull sloth and joyful rise
To pay the morning sacrifice

Lord. I my vows to thee renew;
Dispense my sins aa morning dew;
Guard my first spring of thought and wig.
And with Thyself my spirit all.

Direct, control, suggest this day.
All I design, or do. or say;

.

That all my powers, with all their Big
In Thy aole glory may unite."

i


